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DECLARATION OF REVIEW DATE & SIGNED BY AUTHOR 

 
Name of Forest School Leaders Handbook Review Date Signature 

 
                 Leah  Belford                                                    02/01/24 
 
              Lauren Robertson                                                04/01/24 
 
 
To be reviewed and updated January 2025. 
 

 

INSURANCE 
 
 
As employees of D&G council, we shall be covered by our wider insurance policies.  This has been 
confirmed by Rachel Williams who leads on outdoor education as part of her remit as Learning for 
Sustainability education quality improvement officer.  Our school staff already use the outdoor spaces this 
forest school will use and has experience working outdoors and with the tools we have.  Our School 
Support Manager and Headteacher have a copy of this handbook to check planned activities. 
All necessary risk assessments are carried out and reviewed here and the forest school leaders have up to 
date outdoor first aid qualifications.  
 
Disclaimer on letters to parents: 
“PERSONAL ACCIDENT INSURANCE COVER FOR SCHOOLCHILDREN”  
The Council provides insurance cover for pupils relative to its liability for any acts of negligence. However 
there are certain occasions when pupils may be more “at risk” than others. These occasions arise not from 
“negligence” on the part of the Authority but from non-attributable personal accidents, e.g. during curricular 
or extra-curricular sports or physical activities. The Council’s insurance cover does not extend to awards of 
compensation for damage as a result of such accidents (unless negligence can be proved) and it is 
essential that parents are aware of this. Insurance cover for pupils to guarantee compensation for non-
attributable personal accidents is a matter for personal decision and arrangement. Parents may wish to 
seek further advice on the availability of such insurance cover from their personal insurance agent/broker. 
 
 
*Appendix  1 
Copy of a TWIMC letter from Zurich Municipal the Council’s insurer setting out the current Public Liability 
and Employers Liability cover. 
  
*Appendix  2 ‘Casualty Module’ which sets out the details of cover. Page 3 sets out the Geographical Limits 
of cover and P4 sets out the Public Liability cover which covers anybody who is not an employee. 
Employee is covered by Employers Liability Cover which is set out further down the document. 
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VISION STATEMENT 
 

 

The Wallace Hall Forest School aims to be an inclusive environment for all our pupils in the Wallace Hall 2-

18 school.  We aim to reflect the forest school ethos in regular year-round sessions within our WHApples 

orchard and surrounding woodland.  Installing a sense of place for our young people, in which they can 

experience the changing seasons; learn to challenge themselves and manage risks at the same time as 

developing skills and confidence in an outdoor setting. 

 

Forest School Ethos and Principles 

 

Forest school is a learner-led program. Although sessions will 

have clear guidance, rules and health and safety and a certain 

format to them, there is space for the young people to explore 

what they would like to do in our school outdoor classroom.  

They will be provided with materials which they will be taught 

how to use safely but free to use from an experiential 

perspective.  

Activities will include tool use, fire making and cooking, building 

shelters, foraging, games and site management.  The young 

people will take an active role in how the space is used and 

improved both for our use and conservation and increasing 

biodiversity. 

 

The sessions should allow young people to self-regulate their 

emotions and to connect with nature which is proven to be 

hugely beneficial to mental health.   

 

 

 

 

 

Pedagogy and Role of play and choice 

 

We aim to provide sessions which are 2 hours in duration.   At first as this is established these will be 

during the school day with identified young people from our primary and secondary. Forest school is ideal 

for participant-led projects and the invention of their own structure, games and activities.  Sessions are 

planned around the individual’s and group’s needs, and built upon each week. All 

Forest School Leaders are qualified through nationally recognised and 

accredited training, therefore ensuring Forest School is a high quality learning 

experience. The earlier sessions will concentrate on safety; establishing 

boundaries and routines and allowing time for the children to become 

comfortable and confident in our setting. As the children develop in confidence 

and familiarity with the environment the sessions focus on developing and 

reinforcing skills, promoting nature connection and developing relationships 

within the group.
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LOCATION & SITE INFORMATION 

 
Location 

 
Wallace Hall Forest School will have 3 “base camps” to 
choose from. 
1. The WHApples Orchard. 
The WHApples orchard is located at the edge of our 
school playing fields, with access at the back of the P.E. 
block.  The orchard has fruit trees in rows down one side, 
with picnic tables in a circle on an area of hard standing. 
Lots of raspberries, on a slight slope with rushes. 
 
 

2. Wallace Hall Woods 
A coppiced woodland is located at the back of the Academy, with access 
down the path between the orchard and the school perimeter fence.  There 
are additional wooded areas at the front of the school and behind the playing 
fields (Gashouse wood) which might also be used for foraging or in times of 
bad weather.  The area of wood between the school and the carpark will be 
used as a meeting and collection point for parents if 
required, meaning that participants can stay in a 
woodland environment for the duration of sessions! 
 
 

3. Defiance Wood 
This larger woodland is a short walk from the school, across 2 quiet roads 
and through the churchyard.  Depending on the group, this offers a sense 
of adventure and a more secluded spot for activities. 

 

 

Base camp site OS grid reference Longitude/Latitude What Three Words 

WHApples orchard NX883 955                      55°14′28″N , 
003°45′26″W 

grid.slams.overused 

Wallace Hall Woods NX884 956                          Longitude 3°45'32"W                  
Latitude 55°14'33"N 

shelving.clays.fairway 

Defiance Woods 
NX877962 

 

55°14′46″N , 
003°45′33″W 

assume.gambles.scrub 
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Site Information: 
 
The site was originally owned by the Duke of Buccleuch who leased the orchard space to the 
school.  The woodland is between local farmland and the school perimeter, DG3 5DS.  It is 
the remains of a much larger area of wood on which the school was built in 2010 and so is 
surprisingly diverse for such a small wood. There is a cemetery to the rear with a 
surrounding wall. The wood is enclosed on the other side by fencing to the surrounding 
farmland. 
 
Defiance Wood is 10 acres of land planted by school children from Wallace Hall in 2005 with 
a mixture of native trees used to build Nelson's Trafalgar fleet, predominantly oak, ash, birch 
and alder. Defiance Wood is essentially a corridor of new planting linking established woods. 
It sits between “Froggy Lane”, the edge of Thornhill village, farmland and the Kirk Plantation 
with Dabton Loch at the far end. 

 
Stakeholders 

The WHApples orchard was made in partnership with the local community so the public have 

access to the space.  Nobody else uses the woodland. It overlooks the field which usually 

has crops or cattle in it. 

 
 

 
Map of Site: 

 

WHApples 
orchard 

Woodland 

Wood next 
to carpark 
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Detailed maps of the site: 

 

See appendix 9 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pathway down to woods: 
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POLICY STATEMENTS 

 

1. Behaviour   *existing school policy* 
 

Wallace Hall Academy: Promoting Positive Relationships Policy  
Link: 
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1zVA6fPWtiuCK6eT0a9qB69pS8BZ7fGir/view?usp=drive_link 
 
(This is the 2019 policy, our SMT are currently updating this – we now have Satchel one for 
communicating with parents on behaviour so will use this new system and attach changes to 
policy once complete) 

 

Our expectations of the Wallace Hall Forest School participants will be the same as within this policy: 
  
Forest School Staff and Helpers  
 Be respectful of all members of the forest school 

 Create a welcoming, supportive and safe environment  

 Highlight positive outcomes and respond to negative behaviour appropriately and in line with school 
policies  

 Take individual circumstances into account when managing behaviour  
 
Pupils  
 Display positive relationships by adhering to Wallace Hall’s Core Values  

 Respect the rights of others  

 Understand that staff care for all pupils and aim to do what is best and fair for them – accept 
support/guidance when offered  
 
 
Forest school leaders will   

- Promote positive behaviour and relationships in the group 

- manage inappropriate behaviour as we would in the classroom setting  

- Use restorative practice alongside sanctions Restorative discussions/approaches allow 
pupils to discuss their thoughts and feelings before, during and after an incident has taken 
place. This often leads to pupils more readily taking responsibility for their actions and being 
more willing to rebuild or repair relationships with pupils and/or staff involved.  

The above processes would be adopted during forest school sessions with notes taken on 
any incidents which need to be referred to SMT or require sanctions back in school. 

 

 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1zVA6fPWtiuCK6eT0a9qB69pS8BZ7fGir/view?usp=drive_link
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2. Environmental  

a. Woodland/Land Stewardship Plan: Ecological Impact 
 
 

 

Name of woodland/site 
 

Small woods around school have no name on 
OS map. We have named “Wallace Hall 
Wood”. 
 
“Defiance Wood” also seen labelled as 
Queensberry-Trafalgar Wood Langmyre” by 
Woodland Trust. 
 

Location 
 
Behind the Wallace Hall Academy building 
 
 

To the North of the school, a short walk 
away. 

Owner and contact details 
 
 
Duke of Buccleuch 
Leased to Wallace Hall Academy.  (orchard) 
 
Defiance Wood is described as “Privately 
owned” yet has public footpath access. 

 

Other Stakeholders 
 
 
Surrounding land leased by Baird family 
(farmers) 
 
Local community have access to Defiance 
Wood- popular dog walking route. 

Grid Reference  

OS Grid Ref NX 88273 95677 

Altitude 80 m 

Longitude  3°45'32"W 

Latitude  55°14'33"N 
 

Is the site designated? No. 
 
If so, are there any implications of the designation for Forest School?    None. 

 

*Please see the Excel document also submitted which is a data enquiry (2024) from 
SWSEIC showing habitat map and record of wildlife recordings* 

Are there protected species on site?  
 
There is no evidence of any protected species at the site.  Being the remaining part of a larger 
wood, there are historical reports of red squirrels, hedgehogs and bats but not since circa 
2012.  There is evidence of digging and some burrows.  Investigated for badgers, rabbits or 
foxes.  Wildlife cameras show rabbits. 
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Brief history of the site and its management  

Ancient history of area  
 
 The current school building was built in 2010 on the site of a coppiced mixed 
woodland.  These are the remaining pockets of the original wood. 
Defiance Wood was planted by local school children in 2005 and forms a corridor, 
linking areas of established woodland. The wood was planted with a mixture of native 
tree species like those used to build Nelson’s Trafalgar Fleet. The Trafalgar Woods 
Project of 2005 was to commemorate the bicentenary of the Battle of Trafalgar (1805) 
and organised by the Woodland Trust and the Society for Nautical Research. The 
Trafalgar Woods Project established 27 new woods, one wood for every boat which 
took part in the British fleet at the battle. 
 
Recent management 
 
D&G council hire the site from AMEY in a public private partnership.  AMEY therefore 
undertake current ground maintenance within the school perimeter and just outside 
their fence.  They ensure the fence is secure essentially but do not do anything else in 
terms of looking after the surrounding woodland.  In 2023, a group of secondary pupils 
helped to clear a path down to the wooded area and removed a rhododendron.  There 
have been several groups who have pruned the apple and plum trees within the 
orchard.  In 2023, we discovered the invasive species New Zealand flatworm and set 
about their removal from the fruit trees. 
The rural skills classes have done a lot of work on the orchard site but not the 
woodland.  
A couple of years ago, many of the trees in Gashouse wood were felled due to disease.  
The area just behind the school playing fields has since been replanted.  There are a 
lot of fallen fir trees from recent storms. 
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Who else uses the woodland? 
 

 
Nobody else uses the woodland other than groups from the school.  There is evidence 
of litter, but it appears this is thrown over the fence from the school grounds.  School 
groups have put up boxes years ago, and there are old ones to take down which have 
fallen apart. The playing fields are used by members of the public mainly for dog 
walking, very occasionally it appears members of the public come into the orchard. 
Defiance wood is a public space, and used by local walkers and dog walkers. 

Description of landscape / topography / features of site 
 

Our Woodland is accessed from the back of the P.E. block.  It is concreted round the 
back of the building and then we must cross over approximately 50m of the playing field 
(grass) to reach the orchard.  It is reasonably flat but can be waterlogged especially in the 
winter or following heavy rain.  To reach the woodland, there is an approximately 100m 
walk down in between the perimeter fence and a small ditch.  There are bushes and 
young trees the whole way down, which we have trimmed to make it easier to access.  It 
is relatively level underfoot with a slight downhill topography.  It is not wheelchair 
accessible.  As an emergency exit from the site, in the unlikely event of the path being 
blocked, we could cross the wall into the cemetery or even go into the field.   
There are remains of an old stone wall within the woods.  Surrounding the fields are 
barbed and wire fences. (not electric)  A 10 foot metal fence separates us from the 
school grounds. 
 

Description of habitats/wildlife corridors/dead wood resources 

 
The orchard provides an open habitat for insects, birds and small mammals.  There 
are brambles and nettles around the perimeter, some standing water in the ditch.  
There are young saplings which have grown themselves as well as trees we planted 
last year- oak and sycamore.  There is an overgrown hedgerow around the orchard 
which needs cut and laid.  This would be the plan for this year either with forest school 
participants if they are interested or with rural skills class.  There is some dead wood at 
the top of the site. 
 
 
The small woodland is a mixture of deciduous and coniferous species including larch, 
beech, oak, holly, hazel, willow, Scots pine, alder and ash.  There is a small burn 
through the centre, at some points quite steep on each side.  The site is on a hill, with 
lots of nettles, gorse, brambles, raspberry plants and Rosebay willowherb growing on 
the slope.  Some trees (birch? rowan?) have also been planted more recently, perhaps 
the age of the school. 
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Description of natural processes occurring e.g. natural succession, seasonal 
changes, natural regeneration of woodland, life cycles 

 
 

 There is evidence of natural succession where trees have fallen and some new 
growth is coming through the leaf litter.  In the spring and summer months the area is 
shaded and cool.  Within the winter months it feels quite open and you can see out 
across the fields to the hills. 
Burrows have appeared in between Spring 2023 and Winter 2024, perhaps indicating 
movement of local wildlife from the nearest woodland across the fields (Horseshoe 
woods) which has been largely felled. 

 
 
 
 
 
For life cycles of flora and fauna on site in more detail please see L Belford’s Forest School portfolio. 
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b. Landowner`s Agreement 

We have permission to use both sites from AMEY, the school and the Duke of Buccleuch.  The 
school has a leasehold agreement until 2027 for use of the WHApples orchard.  See Appendix 3. 

We do not have an agreement for Defiance Woods, and as such will not set up any dens or fires at 
that site. It will be used for walks, games and activities only. 

 
c. Woodland/Land Stewardship Plan: Three Year Plan 

 
Chosen site is already part of an existing management plan: 
WHApples orchard was planted in 2012 so existing management continues from group in the 
school.  We have links to Steilhead cider who will help advise us on pruning and planting.  It was set 
up as a community orchard and there are many different links established in its management but the 
forest school leader (L Belford) is leading on this currently. 

 
This plan complements existing plans: 

The forest school sessions could complement existing plans depending on the group of young 
people as the fruit trees need a winter prune.   There are diseased trees and limbs which need 
removed and burnt- we could use these as the fire wood.  Rural skills classes have cut down birch 
trees which could be used for habitat creation- or boundaries.  There are many options for the 
forest school sessions to manage and improve the site- there are pallets for building things- 
bridge?  Insect hotel?  Or whatever they come up with. 

 
How factors identified in environmental impact assessment are managed: 
 
The impact of our forest school sessions will be monitored and should improve the sites for our 
school, the productivity of the orchard and for wildlife.   
 
Review and monitoring of plan to demonstrate its effectiveness: 
 

 

Name of Woodland/Site: 
Wallace Hall Woodland and WHApples 
orchard. 

 
Location:  Next to and behind Wallace 
Hall Academy 

 

 
Grid Ref: NX 88273 95677 

Name of owner and contact details: 
Wallace Hall Academy contact  
Barry Graham (Headteacher) 
gw08officewallace@ea.dumgal.sch.uk 
01848 332120 
 
AMEY Ltd contact  
Donald Gill 
donald.gill@amey.co.uk 
 
Duke of Buccleuch contact 

Anna Fergusson 

Call: 01848 600 283 

Email: afergusson@buccleuch.com 

mailto:gw08officewallace@ea.dumgal.sch.uk
mailto:donald.gill@amey.co.uk
mailto:afergusson@buccleuch.com
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Frequency of use (who, how often, what for): 
 
Only used by the school.  Only rural skills regularly using orchard site.  Eco groups, 
DofE and outdoor learning occasionally. 
Used for picking the fruit in Summer and Autumn months. 
Forest school will use on a weekly basis and monitor impact following each session. 
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Consider the impact of factors such as activities, access, resources etc in Year 1 
 

Factors having an 

impact 

(Activities, access, 

resources etc) 

Level of 

impact 

(High, 

medium, 

low) 

How will this affect 

the woodland? 

How will you 

manage this? 

 
Fire 

Potentially high 
impact 

Burning vegetation, 
leaving pollution in the 
form of burnt wood and 
ash. 

We will aim to keep fires 
within the orchard space on 
a circular area designated for 
fires.  We will not leave the 
fire pit/equipment out in 
between sessions to prevent 
other groups using it 
unsupervised. 

 
Access to site and 

designated seating 

area. 

Low May wear down a path- 
but this won’t adversely 
impact anyone. 
 
Seating area already 
on a path. 

Change the path route when 
required. 
 
 
Change the location of 
seating area in wood (option 
on both sides of the burn) 

 
Den making 

Low impact if 
using tarps 
 
Medium if 
creating a “hide” 

  May damage trees 
where ropes are tied. 
 
 

Will take steps to prevent 
damage by suggesting using 
suitable branches.   

Ground cover Low May degrade the leaf 
litter, wear down the 
earth where we are 
sitting. 

Will not clear leaf litter for 
fires in the wood.  May use 
the Kelly kettle on a large 
log, off the ground. 
Will use seating mats to 
mark out the fire circle. 

Wildlife Low May disturb species- 
insects, birds, rabbits, 
badgers(?) 

Will monitor species 
especially the evidence of 
burrows.  If badger sett is in 
use we will minimise our use 
of that area. 
 
When foraging we will apply 
the rules for sustainable use. 
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Methods and frequency of monitoring used & how group is involved in this: 

We will be checking the site before and after each forest school session so will be able to monitor 
any impacts we are having on the environment.  Some of the suggested activities will focus on 
identifying which species are present so the young people might take an interest in learning 
wildlife recording techniques. 

 
How these feedbacks to stewardship plan: 

Our findings as a group and any improvements we make will feedback to the overall stewardship 
of the school grounds.  Our forest school lead is also overseeing the development of a wellbeing 
garden and outdoor classroom in the WHApples orchard.  Both forest school leaders work in the 
school and so will be able to pass on progress to wider school community. 

 
Opportunities with wider woodland/site management include  
We are involved in the Kier Wood Regeneration project with D&G Woodlands and have carried out 

some tree planting already with Galloway Glens.  Our connections with local producers of apple 

juice also will continue to support management of the site. 
 

Aims for year 2 

 

 We hope to put in a pond, perhaps digging some channels and seeing where water 
gathers could be a starting point for this.   

 Wildlife surveys and Bioblitz events with Biology classes to assess current species 
found on site. 

 Pruning of fruit trees and removal of disease/dead branches. 

 

 
Aims for year 3 

 

 Proper construction of a pond or ponds to increase biodiversity in the orchard. 

 Laying the hedgerow around the orchard to make a more permanent structure to support 
biodiversity, provide a windbreak but also not compete for light and resources with the fruit trees. 

 Replanting lost fruit trees and some other companion species. 
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3. Equality   *existing school policy* 
 
 Wallace Hall Academy – Inclusion and Equality policy (June 2019)  
 
Link: https://drive.google.com/file/d/16-7ltED9CwAtMiRnzv9YucAUpyAeAai0/view?usp=drive_link 
 
 
The Wallace Hall Academy Inclusion and Equality policy takes guidance from a number of important 
sources including Education Scotland, GIRFEC and The Equality Act 2010. It aims to ensure that all young 
people at Wallace Hall Academy are treated fairly and consistently at all times, with specific reference to 
the 9 protected characteristics:  
1. Age  
2. Disability  
3. Gender reassignment  
4. Pregnancy and maternity  
5. Race  
6. Religion or belief  
7. Marriage and civil partnerships  
8. Sex  
9. Sexual orientation  
Wallace Hall Academy is a school within Dumfries and Galloway Council and as such also takes guidance 
from the Council on Inclusion and Equality with reference to young people in our school and staff who work 
in our school.  
 
Wallace Hall Forest School will follow this, the leaders being responsible for: 
 
  

 placing the young person at the centre of all decisions;  

 promoting inclusion and equality through their daily interactions with young people;  

 ensuring breaches of this policy are dealt with fairly and consistently in line with the schools positive 
behaviour policy;  

 ensuring breaches of this policy are recorded and passed on to the relevant line manager where 
appropriate. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/16-7ltED9CwAtMiRnzv9YucAUpyAeAai0/view?usp=drive_link
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4. Health & Safety including Accident & Emergency (RIDDOR)   

*existing council policy* 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1uoox-
y6n2v_j1_cwM2SKwLuvUna_ySP3/view?usp=drive_link 

 

Accident Reporting 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Vr7TpTg7AQniK3N2k1mD0O1suyTgay6O/view?usp=d
rive_link 

 

 

 

 

SEE ALSO RISK ASSESSMENTS FOR ALL PLANNED ACTIVITIES. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1uoox-y6n2v_j1_cwM2SKwLuvUna_ySP3/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1uoox-y6n2v_j1_cwM2SKwLuvUna_ySP3/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Vr7TpTg7AQniK3N2k1mD0O1suyTgay6O/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Vr7TpTg7AQniK3N2k1mD0O1suyTgay6O/view?usp=drive_link
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5. Cooking including food hygiene *existing council policy* 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1A5deDMMc_LSlMamyvXRveO7bY6PHXtSg/edit?us
p=drive_link&ouid=116214289308948308640&rtpof=true&sd=true 

 
Wallace Hall Forest School – Fireside Cooking and Food Hygiene Policy 
 
During Forest School sessions at Wallace Hall Academy, some food cooking may take place.  Forest 
School Leaders will ensure that the fireside cooking and food hygiene procedures are always followed.  
Appropriate risk assessments will be in place around fireside cooking and food hygiene. 
 

1. Forest School leaders will ensure that the food provided is appropriate for fireside cooking. 

2. Food items will be in date. 

3. Food items will be stored in appropriate containers and at appropriate temperatures to avoid 

bacteria growth and contamination. 

4. Cooking utensils will be clean before and after use, using appropriate cleaning materials. 

5. Adults and young people will ensure that hands are adequately washed using soap or antibacterial 

hand gel before touching food items and cooking equipment. 

6. Food waste will be kept to a minimum, with waste being recycled where possible, and disposed of 

appropriately, when necessary. 

7. Frozen food will not be cooked, and food items will not be cooked and reheated. 

8. Medical records of young people will be checked to ensure that leaders are aware of any food 

allergies so that these foods are not provided at the Forest School. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1A5deDMMc_LSlMamyvXRveO7bY6PHXtSg/edit?usp=drive_link&ouid=116214289308948308640&rtpof=true&sd=true
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1A5deDMMc_LSlMamyvXRveO7bY6PHXtSg/edit?usp=drive_link&ouid=116214289308948308640&rtpof=true&sd=true
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6. Extreme Weather 

Weather forecasts will be checked ahead of each session, but 
we do intend to go out in most conditions.  In the event of 
extreme weather such as storms, we will postpone the session 
and participants will go to their regular lessons in the school 
building. 

High winds: Wind speeds are monitored and risk is assessed 
according to the features of the specific sites (woodland/ school 
playground). If appropriate sessions may be cancelled due to high 
winds. 

Rain: We will put up tarps for shelter whenever possible to keep participants comfortably dry.  
Getting wet may be part of the Scottish forest school experience however!  They will be 
appropriately dressed in waterproof clothing so rain should not present a problem. 

 

Wallace Hall Academy Forest School – Weather Policy 
 
Working outside and within natural surroundings is at the heart of the Forest School experience.  Leaders 
and young people will dress appropriately and use appropriate equipment to fully participate in sessions in 
all kinds of weather.   
All efforts will be made to ensure that Forest School sessions go ahead.  However, exceptions will be made 
for weather events that could pose a danger to life.  Forest School leaders will assess the weather 
conditions and any potential hazards that could come from weather conditions, before every session.  
Forest School leaders may cancel sessions due to the following types of weather: 
 

 High winds which could pose the risk of falling trees or branches, and fire spreading 

 Thunder and lightning which could result in people, trees/foliage or structures being struck 

 Very hot weather which could result in dehydration and sun stroke 

 Wet weather in very cold or freezing temperatures which could pose the risk of very low body 

temperatures which could increase the risk of hypothermia 

 Icy conditions which could result in ground conditions that are too difficult to navigate safely  
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7. Fire 

Use of fire  

Fires are an important part of our Forest School sessions, we aim to ensure 
that everyone participating in sessions with fires will do so safely and with as 
little risk to their health as possible.  

Fires will only be used in sessions once participants are familiar with the 
setting and the Forest School leaders feel they are able to adhere to 
agreements regarding fire safety. We have a specific risk assessment 
referring to the use of fires which details the procedure.  See appendix  

 Eating, drinking and cooking  

We talk to participants about keeping themselves safe in the woods and this means we shouldn’t 
eat or drink anything unless told by an adult it is safe to do so (restricted to snack times usually). 
We also explain that there are things in the woods that are poisonous and so we remind them not 
to put their fingers and hands near their mouths and noses where possible. At snack time, hands 
are washed with running water and mild soap and we explain to the children why this is important. 

 We often cook our snack on the open fire, this could be items such as pancakes, popcorn and 
damper-bread, these are cooked by the adult leaders, children may be involved in the cooking 
process under close supervision, this could be using our specially adapted popcorn popper (two 
sieves wired together) to cook the popcorn in the fire (at a safe distance) or cooking damper bread 
or crumpets on sticks. These activities are individually risk assessed. 

 
 
 
Wallace Hall Academy Forest School – Fire Policy and Procedures 
Fire lighting is an important skill that will be taught safely at WHA Forest School.  All adults present at the 
Forest School will be adequately trained in fire safety, with a shared responsibility for ensuring that fire 
safety is always maintained.  At the beginning of each session, all present will know who is responsible for 
the lighting, maintenance and extinguishing of the fire.  All fires will be built within a designated that it 
clearly marked with adequate boundaries using logs.  Only one person will be permitted to enter the fire 
circle space at one time.  Movement around the fire will take place outside of the fire circle.  
Forest school leaders will be responsible for ensuring that an appropriate site is identified for fire use, that 
that all appropriate site clearance takes place afterwards.  Appropriate risk assessments will be in place to 
ensure that fire starting takes place safely during the lessons.  Fire building will not take place until it has 
been confirmed that required safety equipment is present and in working order.   
 

Fire Procedures 
1.  Appropriate site for fire building will be identified in advance by a Forest School leader 
2. Logs will be used to create a boundary of 1.5 – 2m around the fire pit 
3. Only one young person at a time will be permitted inside the fire circle 
4. Young people must traverse around the outside of the fire circle, with no running permitted 
5. When the fire is in use young people are not permitted within the fire circle unless they are invited a 
responsible adult. 
6. Forest school leaders will ensure that appropriate PPE is provided for fire making and that anyone 
tending the fire uses this PPE. 
7. All those tending the fire will be required to tie hair back (where appropriate) and ensure that loose 
clothing is tucked in. 
8. Fire blankets and water will be always on hand. 



22  

9. All adults present will be briefed on who to contact in the case of an emergency. 
9. Flammable liquids and plastics will not be permitted on the fire. 
10.  Advice on wind direction and fire smoke will be provided to all attendees to minimise smoke inhalation 
from the fire. 
11.. Fire extinguishing will take place safely using buckets of water at the end of every session. 
12. The circle areas will be maintained, and cleared, when necessary, to conserve the natural area.  
 

Kelly Kettles  
1. Kelly Kettles must be lit by, or under the close supervision of, a Forest School leader. 
2. The Kelly kettle will be placed on a flat, clear surface. 
3. Logs will be used to create a boundary of 1.5 around the Kelly kettle. 
4. Young people can feed the fire with one-to-one supervision, whilst wearing appropriate PPE..  
6. Forest School leaders will ensure that kettles are not boiled with the cork in. 
7. Kettles will be removed from the fire bowl by a forest school leader 
8. Kelly kettles will be safely extinguished using water if they have not burnt to ash before the end of the 
session. 
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8. First Aid  *existing school policy* 

 

 

 

Both forest school leaders have completed an Outdoor First Aid course and will keep 
it updated.  See appendix  . 

 

 Wallace Hall 2-18  
First Aid Policy & Procedures  
If someone is seriously injured and assistance is required, the Office should be informed immediately. The procedure 
for pupils with less serious injuries is that they should seek out a Learning Assistant.  
Guidance in the case of accident to pupil  
a. Take charge and keep calm.  

b. Assess the situation promptly – be firm, confident and positive especially towards the casualty.  

c. In the event of two casualties – deal with the more serious first.  
 

Can the casualty be moved? YES  NO  
Send the pupil to find a Learning Assistant.  Ask a responsible person to contact the 

School Office (47700) to summon either 
the designated First Aider or the 
Emergency Services to the scene.  

The Learning Assistant will assess the 
situation and deliver any treatment if 
required.  

Keep the casualty as comfortable as 
possible as you wait for help to arrive.  

Take the casualty to the School Office for 
further First Aid if required.  

The designated First Aider will assess 
whether the casualty can be moved.  

The office will summon the designated First Aider.  

 
 NOTE: any head injury should be treated as serious and the medical services should be contacted immediately.  
Office Procedure for Pupil Seeking First Aid  
a. In the event of serious injury the First Aider should be summoned and medical attention should be sought at once.  

b. The casualty’s parents/carers should be notified of the incident.  

c. If appropriate, the casualty’s GP should be contacted for further advice.  

d. In the event that the casualty’s parents or additional contacts cannot be contacted, the Office Staff should pass 
this to a member of the Senior Management Team in order for them to make the necessary arrangements to 
transport the casualty to hospital/surgery or home (whichever is required). Only a member of staff with Business 
Insurance can do this and they must be accompanied by another member of staff. Alternatively, if there is someone 
able to drive the school minibus, the pupil could be transported in that.  

e. For minor first aid pupils should seek assistance, in the first instance, from the Class Teacher (each classroom has a 
wallet of essential first aid supplies eg. plasters) . If they require further assistance, only if a purple polo cannot 
assist, they would go to the school office.  
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If a pupil or member of staff is injured, or property damaged as a result of an incident, the person involved/teacher 
in charge of the class is required to submit a written report as soon as possible and the appropriate Accident Form - 
Accident/Incident Form  
Staff should be aware of the following:-  
a. The Authority’s policy on First Aid – please see links First Aid at Work Standard Education Services First Aid 
Procedures and Health Care in Schools 2-18.  

b. The location of First Aid supplies.  

c. The names of qualified First Aiders and Appointed Persons.  
 

First Aiders 
Member of 
Staff  

Qualification  Telephone  Appointed 
Persons  

Telephone  

Leah Belford 
& 
Lauren 
Robertson 

Outdoor First 
Aid 

With forest 
school group 

B Graham  47704  

Jillian Maxwell  First Aid  47800  John Blair  47706  
Lynne Smith 
(Primary)  

EFAW  47801  Euan Mack  47705  

Jen Graham  EFAW  47788  Sarah 
McDiarmid  

47805  

Judi Park (ELC)  Paediatric First 
Aid  

47819  Suzanne 
Renwick  

47805  

Wilma 
Marchbank  

Emergency 
Paediatric First 
Aid  

47808  Lynne Smith  47801  

9. Unwell children 

While it is not our policy to care for sick children, who should be at home 
until they are well enough to return, we agree to administer medication as 
part of maintaining their health and well-being or when they are 
recovering from illness, if necessary.  

Children taking prescribed mediation must be well enough to attend the 
setting  

Only prescribed medication is administered. It must be in-date and 
prescribed for the current condition  

Children’s prescribed medicines must be stored in their original 
containers, clearly 12 labelled and are inaccessible to children.  

Parents must give prior written permission for administration of 
medication.  

Any medicine handed to a member of staff will be kept by the forest 
school leader for the duration of the session, then returned to the 
participant. 
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10. Manual Handling 
 
 
Guidelines for lifting: 
 
 
https://drive.google.com/file/d/14zsGXDCR1BPkmJmlkdMGisH0-67kuRhR/view?usp=drive_link 
 
Risk assessment form: 
 
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1-sX8B10Tqr1IiaWD01Lv5K-KOnp2Tehe/view?usp=drive_link 
 
 
Flowchart: 
 
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1VZ-
xvG7XhSR8CLYaFX4rgI9TINi2XIWO/edit?usp=drive_link&ouid=116214289308948308640&rtpof=
true&sd=true 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

11. Risk Management 

 

The Benefit- Risk Assessment (BRA) procedure ensures that all children (and 
adults) at Forest School remain as safe as reasonably possible, whilst allowing 
the children to experience some degree of appropriate ‘risk’, which is important for 
their learning, development and enjoyment! We plan our activities and write our 
BRA taking into account the benefits of the activity for the children. Our BRA’s are 
working documents and a copy of these is available on site during the sessions 
and within this handbook. (see section 12) 

 

 

 

 

 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/14zsGXDCR1BPkmJmlkdMGisH0-67kuRhR/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1-sX8B10Tqr1IiaWD01Lv5K-KOnp2Tehe/view?usp=drive_link
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1VZ-xvG7XhSR8CLYaFX4rgI9TINi2XIWO/edit?usp=drive_link&ouid=116214289308948308640&rtpof=true&sd=true
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1VZ-xvG7XhSR8CLYaFX4rgI9TINi2XIWO/edit?usp=drive_link&ouid=116214289308948308640&rtpof=true&sd=true
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1VZ-xvG7XhSR8CLYaFX4rgI9TINi2XIWO/edit?usp=drive_link&ouid=116214289308948308640&rtpof=true&sd=true
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12. Risk Assessments [Forest School Risk Assessments should be appropriate to the client 

group including individual/special needs and should include (not limited to): Site; Collecting 

Natural Materials; Den Building; Ropes; Tools; Camp fires; Camp fire cooking; Weather. 

A Cost Benefit analysis is done when considering any new activity or undertaking an 

activity with a different group of participants.  (See appendix 10). 

This will need to be checked and updated each and every time an activity is done.  

The following are the risk assessments used for our first block of sessions, 

February/March 2024 
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Generic risk assessment: 
 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Hazard Risk Rating 
(H,M,L) 

Control Measures Risk Rating with 
Control Measures 

Slips, trips and falls on 
uneven ground 

2x2 
M 

Safety briefing, adequate 
footwear, any obvious 
hazardous debris (i.e. 
fallen branches) 
removed from fire pit 
area, first aid kit 
provided 

M 

Cuts, splinters, burns 1x2 
L 

Safety briefing, 1:4/5 
staff ratio, first aid kit, 
protective gloves 
provided, fire circle 
clearly marked out, one 
person at a time in the 
fire circle, hair tied back 

L 

Getting too cold 3x1 
M 

Adequate clothing worn 
with spares provided, 
regular check-ins with 
participants, keeping 
active, taking pupils 
inside if too cold, 
keeping an eye on 
weather forecast  

L 

Participants wandering 
off  

1x2 
L 

Setting boundaries, 
having a call noise, 2 
responsible adults to 
supervise, ‘safe trees’ 
identified, set toilet 
breaks 

L 

Blunt force trauma 1x1 
L 

2 responsible adults to 
supervise, first aid kit, 
first aid trained adult, 
safety briefing 

L 
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Emergency Action Plan 

  
If emergency in need of ambulance.  
Call 999 using mobile phone (there is reception on site).  
Request mountain rescue (if the person cannot make it to the PE department). 

 We are at Wallace Hall Academy. Grid ref PE department & orchard: NX883 955 
(grid.slams.overused)  Woods: NX884 956 (shelving.clays.fairway) 
                                                

 Nearest postcode: DG3 5DS 
 Directions for ambulance: Go to Wallace Hall Academy, turning right into the school  

property, then left to the front of the school, follow it round to the other side of the PE  
building, turn left, drive along the tarmac next to the building. We will station people to look 
out for you.  
PROCEDURE:  
First aiders stay with young person doing first aid, and one stays with young person in ambulance  
(goes to hospital). 
The forest school leader:  

 Phones emergency services 
 Gathers and settles other kids, keeps a few helpers to direct the ambulance, sends others  

back to class.  
 Get out the medical information of injured young person.  
 Go to PE department to meet mountain rescue, station other children at front of the school to 

send ambulance to PE department, help paramedics to find injured person  
 Follow school procedures about phoning the parent/carer of injured young person. 
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13. Tools 

Tool Use Policy 
Aim: 
As a forest school practitioner you have a priority to ensure the safety of 
your clients and also 
the conservation of your forest area. This policy aims to provide clear 
guidelines for the use 
of tools within the forest school environment. This policy should be used 
in conjunction with 
the individual tool cards. 

Tools and their storages: 
As a practitioner you should: 

 Ensure tools are stored in a dry, secure location when not on site. 

 Tools should be checked regularly and well maintained. 

 Faulty and damaged tools should be removed from circulation. They should be either 

be fully repaired or safely disposed of. 

 When on site tools should be stored in a dry lockable box to ensure the safety of your 

clients. 

Before using Tools in the Woodland: 
Ensure these elements are completed before the use of tools is taught: 

 Designate an area in the woodland where tools will be stored when not in use. Ideal 

practice would be to create a tarp shelter to keep tools dry and make the storage area 
very clear. 

 Designate and create a safe environment for the use of tools. This may require the 

movement of ground layer materials to provide a safe, trip free environment. 

 When considering the safe area for use of tools refer to the blood bubble. The safe 

working space around an individual or pair of individuals is referred to as the ‘Blood 
Bubble’. The name is designed to show that this is the safe distance bystanders 
should stay out of to avoid being hurt, when a tool is in use. The ‘Blood Bubble’ is 
given a consistent size(two arms and a tools length) so pupils easily remember. With 
younger children it may be necessary to mark out the ‘Blood Bubble’, as they may not 

be able to visualise the size of the area.  

 

 

Working with Tools with Clients: 
When teaching clients: 

 Clients should be briefed about the importance of using tools safely and 

ensuring we are respectful of the woodland environment when using them. 

 Before starting to use tools clients should learn the Tool Talks for any tool 

being used. 
The clients should be able to give their own tool talks fluently, so they 
thoroughly understand their safe use. 

 As a practitioner you have to access the client groups abilities and 

behaviours to decide whether independent use of tools can be allowed. Before allowing clients to use tools 
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independently, the correct use should be modelled repeatedly, then the use should be closely supervised until you 
are comfortable with independent use. 

 Smaller group sizes should be considered when working with tools. An appropriate level of practitioner 

supervision is required, especially when working with children. 

 As a practitioner if you feel clients are causing a risk to themselves or others during the activity (through use of 

tools or their behaviour), you have to be prepared to stop the activity and reteach or discontinue the activity. 

 Ensure tools are locked away at the end of the activity. Tools should be cleaned, safety checked and stored 

correctly for when they are used next 

 

 

14. Transport 

All sites are within walking distance of the school and so we shall not be using our mini buses for 
forest school sessions.  Forest school leaders have valid driving licenses, and L Belford is qualified 
to drive the mini bus in case of emergency or moving equipment etc. 

The third site will require us to walk as a group to the woodland.  We shall need to cross 2 quiet 
roads, one with a crossing site (Station road) and one without (Manse road).  There is pavement the 
whole way along the roads and off road paths.  We shall need to walk participants single file at some 
points with a forest leader at the front and rear.  We shall follow a practiced technique to cross the 
road together safely as a group. 

Walking route to Defiance Wood shown in red. (Takes approximately 5-10 minutes) 
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15. COSHH 
The law requires you to adequately control exposure to materials in the 
workplace that cause ill health. This is the Control of Substances Hazardous to 

Health Regulations (COSHH).  During forest school sessions we shall not be 

using chemicals however Many materials or substances used or created 
could potentially harm your health. These substances could be dusts, 
gases or fumes that you breathe in, or liquids, gels or powders that come 
into contact with your eyes or skin. There could also be harmful micro-
organisms, plants or fungi present that can cause infection, an allergic 
reaction or are toxic.  Participants will be warned about the effects of 
prolonged inhalation of wood smoke from our fires, and taught how to 
minimise this.  The risk assessments for the site will assess regularly for 
the presence of harmful plants and fungi, and participants will be warned 
and supervised to ensure they don’t make contact with any potentially harmful substances.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

16. Insurances 

 

See page and appendices 
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Welfare including 

a. Clothing   - pupils will be instructed to wear wellies, warm clothing and waterproofs. We also 
have some spares in the shed so will source relevant sizes. 

b. PPE- There are gloves in the first aid kit for personal contact.  There are fire gloves for working 
with fire.  Thick gardening gloves are used for working with the tools and clearing vegetation. 

c. Toileting- Outdoor toileting next to cemetery wall will be available.  Students will be 
encouraged to go at the beginning of the day.  We will move to the orchard space towards the 
end of each session so they are closer to the PE block. 

d. Food & drink- We shall provide snacks as the session will run over their morning break.  
Allergies will be checked in parental permission form.  Water and hand gel will be available for 
hand washing before food preparation and eating. 

 
Wallace Hall Academy Forest School Welfare Policy 
Ensuring child welfare is crucial within a Forest School setting.  Leaders will therefore ensure that all young people 
and appropriate adults are briefed in safe: toileting, tool use and PPE use. 
Safe working with tools is an essential skill to be taught at any Forest School.  Forest School leaders will therefore be 
responsible for ensuring that participants are briefed on how to handle and store tools safely whilst using appropriate 
PPE. 
Forest School leaders will ensure that all participants are clear on the toileting policy to help ensure that comfort of all 
in attendance. 
 
Tools, Equipment and PPE  

1. The Forest School leaders will ensure that all attendees have access to appropriate PPE, equipment, and 

tools so that safe participation in lessons can take place.   

2. Tool checks will be carried out by the leaders before every session to ensure that equipment is safe to use.   

3. Any defective tools will be removed from the tool store. 

4. Tool maintenance will take place on a regular basis. 

5. Tools will be stored in a secure store and transported to the Forest School site safely, under the supervision of 

the Forest School leaders. 

 
PPE 
Personal Protective Equipment Personal Protective Equipment (PPE)  and appropriate clothing is essential when 
running Forest School sessions.  The below steps will be carried out to ensure that young people and adults are 
appropriately prepared to participate fully in Forest School sessions: 

1. The Leader will ensure there are appropriate gloves available for lighting the fire, handling sharp foliage, and 

for using a variety of tools.   

2. Briefings on how and why to use PPE correctly will be provided. 

3. Staff will ensure that PPE is cleaned when necessary. 

4. Pupils will be encouraged to bring clothing which is appropriate for the season and for the activities.  A full kit 

list will be provided to parents (see parent letter). 

5. Spare clothing will be kept by the Forest School to ensure that all participants are adequately dressed for 

activities. 

6. cool and damp even in the warmer months. A kit list is recommended to parents for all seasons, for the full kit 

list please refer to our Parent Handbooks. 

Toileting  
Forest school sessions are approximately two hours long and so toilet procedures are in place to ensure the comfort 
of all participants. 

1. Participants will be provided with the opportunity to use the toilets within the main school building before 

leaving to attend the Forest School site. 

2. In the event that a young person should require the toilet during the session, they will be encouraged to use 

the toilet in the main building. 
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3. Depending on the site used for the particular session, Forest School leaders will assess whether or not an 

adult must accompany the young person to and from the site to the main building. 

 

 

17. Safeguarding and anti-bullying (to include protection of vulnerable groups & Getting it Right 

for Every Child GIRFEC) 

Link: https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Oq64Tyj46yB2EVZRa9vwPBUQNjMS-

yXD/view?usp=drive_link 

 

 

18. Data Protection, personal data handling, confidentiality  *Existing council policy* 

 

Link: 
https://docs.google.com/document/d/13kpRaeDwS_N6Qu1KSCd_HFvMDdgW5o4g/edit?usp=
drive_link&ouid=116214289308948308640&rtpof=true&sd=true 

 

See Appendix (poster) 
 

 

19. Complaints and Grievance  *Existing council policy* 

 
Link: https://drive.google.com/file/d/1YhDSNpae1OQ2zLzkMiIAbcIaPDz9k9d-/view?usp=drive_link 
 
 
 
 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Oq64Tyj46yB2EVZRa9vwPBUQNjMS-yXD/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Oq64Tyj46yB2EVZRa9vwPBUQNjMS-yXD/view?usp=drive_link
https://docs.google.com/document/d/13kpRaeDwS_N6Qu1KSCd_HFvMDdgW5o4g/edit?usp=drive_link&ouid=116214289308948308640&rtpof=true&sd=true
https://docs.google.com/document/d/13kpRaeDwS_N6Qu1KSCd_HFvMDdgW5o4g/edit?usp=drive_link&ouid=116214289308948308640&rtpof=true&sd=true
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1YhDSNpae1OQ2zLzkMiIAbcIaPDz9k9d-/view?usp=drive_link
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20. Lost or missing child 

 

See the risk assessment for “Pupils Absconding from School Grounds”.  The forest school set up 
allows us to have eyes on the whole group and there to be a clear boundary- not many routes 
in/out for the young people to leave.  They would have to pass the school- many windows both 
sides of the building.  Will have clear calls to signal when the group should reassemble. 

 

 

21. Social Media protocols   *Existing council policy* 
 
Link: https://drive.google.com/file/d/19FLWCGtDFg-
MMpF6jhAIBfUrQbcTTJcX/view?usp=drive_link 
 
 
 
 

22. Staff, ratios, roles and responsibilities 

 

Wallace Hall Forest School will have a ratio of 1:6 maximum.  The first sessions will have 9 
young people with 2 adults for safeguarding.  As we will be in close proximity to the school 
there will be easy access to additional staff in case of emergency. 

The roles and responsibilities of both Leah Belford and Lauren Robertson will be the same.  
We are both currently trainees on the FOLA level 8 course.  We both have Outdoor First 
Aid qualification.  

Together we will be responsible for: 

Planning and running forest school sessions. 

Ensuring the comfort, health and safety of the participants. 
 
 

23. Visitor Protocol 

We don’t have any planned visitors to our forest school sessions apart from our tutor(s) from the 
Barony observing as part of the FOLA level 8 coursework. 

Should outside agencies such as Wildlife Trust or DGOWL have input they are already registered 
at our school.  Any other visitor, such as a parent of a participant or other interested party from the 
school community, (who is not an employee of the school) would need to be added to the school’s 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/19FLWCGtDFg-MMpF6jhAIBfUrQbcTTJcX/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/19FLWCGtDFg-MMpF6jhAIBfUrQbcTTJcX/view?usp=drive_link
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volunteer register.  The protocol is that this is then submitted to the council on a regular basis by 
the school support manager. 

Outdoor visitors sign in at the front office and are issued a lanyard, they remain with staff so they 
know what to do in an emergency etc. 

 

24. Additional Support Needs    *Existing School Policy* 

 

Link: https://drive.google.com/file/d/10v81TLf6duFdxoJZUlHftMKkvkWbgush/view?usp=drive_link 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/10v81TLf6duFdxoJZUlHftMKkvkWbgush/view?usp=drive_link
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Appendix 1 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



37  

Appendix 2 
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Appendix 3 Landowner’s Agreement: 
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Appendix 4: SWSEIC Data Enquiry for the site 
 
Submitted separately as it is an Excel file with various tabs showing: 

 

 Habitat maps 
 

 Species list 
 

 Historic recordings 
 

 Invasive non-invasive species 
 

 Notable Species 
 
Appendix 5:    Data protection poster 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Appendix Complaints 
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Appendix 6: Complaints Stage 2 
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Appendix 8: First Aid certificate 
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Appendix 9: Detailed maps of sites 
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Appendix 10: Cost Benefit Analysis used for any risky activities: 

Outdoor Learning Risk Benefit Tool 

 
It is the intention that through answering these questions, practitioners may become more aware of the 
reasons for doing an activity and what to expect from the experience, therefore making a more informed 
choice. 
 

Summarise in a sentence the benefits of this experience to learners: 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Has a risk assessment been undertaken for the planned experience? 
 
YES/NO 

 

Does it contain any risks that are identified as being significantly greater than those experienced in normal 
school life? 
 
YES/NO 
 
If YES, please list the significant risks here and identify who is affected: 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Can these risks be reduced without adversely affecting the benefit of the experience? 
 
YES/NO 
 
If NO, consider how serious the risks might be: 
 
• Cuts and bruises? 
• Fracture of major bones?  
• Loss of life? 
 
 
 
 
Also how likely is it that a significant risk will manifest itself? 
 
• Possible but unlikely? 
• Likely? 
• Very likely? 
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In your view, are the benefits in proper balance with any potential for harm? 
 
YES/NO 

 

Is there a person from whom you could or should seek guidance and further opinion?   
 
YES/NO 

 

Do you believe the plans for the excursion should continue? 
 
YES/NO 

 

Summarise your justification for this experience: 
 
Educational benefits: 
 
 
 
Prominent risks: 
 
 
 
Justification: 
 
 
 

 
 


